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Prologue:  The Christening

King Florestan and his Queen host a grand christening for their daughter,
Princess Aurora. They invite the fairies of the kingdom to bestow gifts of
virtue (such as beauty, wit, and grace) on the child. The celebration is
interrupted by the evil fairy Carabosse, who is enraged at being excluded.
She curses the infant: on her 16th birthday, Aurora will prick her finger on a
spindle and die. The Lilac Fairy intervenes, modifying the curse—instead of
dying, Aurora will fall into a deep sleep, to be awakened after 100 years by
a prince's kiss

Act I:  The Spell

On her 16th birthday, Aurora is celebrating with four princes who seek her
hand in marriage. An old woman (Carabosse in disguise) presents Aurora
with a spindle—an object she has never seen before. While dancing with it,
Aurora pricks her finger and falls unconscious. Carabosse threatens the
court, but the Lilac Fairy returns to cast a sleep spell over the entire
kingdom to protect them. A dense, magical forest grows around the
castle. 

Act II:  The Vision

One hundred years later, Prince Désiré is hunting in the forest. The Lilac Fairy appears to
him and shows a vision of the beautiful Princess Aurora. The Prince falls in love with the
vision and asks the Lilac Fairy to lead him to her. Guided through the forest, he finds the
sleeping castle. He kisses Aurora, waking her and breaking the curse

Act III.  The Wedding

The ballet concludes with the lavish wedding of Princess Aurora and Prince Désiré. To
celebrate Aurora’s wedding, the King and Queen give a magnificent masked ball.
Désiré's friends arrive dressed as characters from his beloved fairytale book. Aurora’s
fairy godmothers bring lavish wedding gifts: of gold, silver, sapphire and diamond. Amid
much dancing and merriment, Désiré and Aurora are married, and blessed by the Lilac
Fairy. After their wedding, they are crowned: they will succeed to the throne and will
rule over the kingdom in peace and happiness.
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